310                          LIFE OF JOHN LAMB.
Accept ray thanks, sir, for the enclosures in your letter, which I shall read with great pleasure.
I have the honor to be, sir, Your most obedient and very humble servant, GEN. JOHN LAMB,                              RICHARD HENRY LEE.*
New York.
BALTIMORE, 13th June, 1788. Dear Sir:
I returned from attending our General Court yesterday afternoon., and your letter, with one from the Federal Republicans, and several enclosures, were delivered only a few minutes ago. I will have the publications reprinted. I was always averse from the adoption of the proposed Constitution, unless certain amendments,, to declare and secure the great and essential rights of the people, could be previously obtained; because I thought, if they could not be procured before the ratification, they, very probably, could not be obtained afterwards; and the conduct of the advocates of the government confirm my opinion. I am convinced that the principal characters who support the government, will not agree to any amendments. A declaration of rights alone will be of no essential service. Some of the powers must be abridged, or public liberty will be endangered, and, in time, destroyed.
I have no hopes that any attempts will be made to obtain previous alterations, and I fear any attempt, after ratification, will be without effect. I consider the Constitution as radically defective in this essential; the bulk of the people can have nothing to say to it. The government is not a government of the people. It is not a government of representation. The people do not choose the House of Representatives. A right of election is declared, but it can not be exercised. It is a useless, nugatory right. By no mode of choice, by the people at large, or in districts, can they choose representatives. The right is immediate and given to all the people, but it is impracticable to be exercised by them.
I believe a very great majority of the people of this state are in favor of amendments, but they are depressed and inactive. They have lost all their former spirit and seem ready to submit to any master. Governor Smallwood, Mr. Mercer, Mr. J. T. Chase, our Attorney-General, and a few more, are
*Lauib papers, N. Y. His. Soc.